
THE TRUTH ABOUT ONLINE PREDATORS 

 

General Facts 
 

 1 out of 25 youth ages 10 to 17 have received an aggressive sexual solicitation 

 75% of solicitors have off-line contact 

 34% call their victims 

 25% mail money or gifts 

 18% come to the victim’s home 

 Not all situations are instigated by an adult; some are minor to minor. 

Predator Myths     Predator Truths 

 All old men     Mostly male, age 26 and older 
 All are pedophiles    Generally not pedophiles; prefer teens 
 Pretend to be younger   Rarely lie about being an adult 
 Abduct kids from home   Usually do not abduct minors  

 
Warning Signs for Parents 
 

 A child who calls unknown numbers 
 Rejecting family and friends to be online 
 Upset when can’t get online 
 Minimizing screen or turning off monitor when people approach 

 
Typical Victim 
 

 25% of victims are boys 
 Age 13 – 15 
 Responds or posts things related to sex 
 Engages in patterns of risky behavior 

 
Risk Factors 
 

 Risky behaviors, such as running away; substance abuse; being out late and alone, etc. 
 Parental conflict 
 History of physical or sexual abuse 
 Boys who are gay or questioning 

 
Response to Solicitation 
 

 66% removed self from situation 
 16% confronted predator 
 11% ignored predator 
 56% did not report solicitation to parents/guardians 

 
Helpful Information 
 

 Remember to reward children/youth when they unfriend risky people or make other good 
choices 



 Predators are not in chat rooms as often; they prefer social networking, Skype, gaming 
devices, texting 
 

 Facebook does submit information to law enforcement, but can only share what the user 
has given when registering, which may not be accurate 
 

Cyber Tipline: 1-800-THE-LOST  (1-800-843-5678) 

 
Use this to report obscene content, sexual conversations with minors, or people 

who ask to meet your child. 


